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remember the first moment I was taken up. At the moment of 
transition, I discovered something and for the first time, I had the 
impression that this required looking in a different way. In other 

words, going along with the meaning of what unfolded before me. It was 
no longer a matter of being, but rather a kind of attention. I don’t know 
how to explain it (or this is the means of explaining). All of a sudden, an 
understanding that every movement had a meaning and that it meant 
something other than itself. This was an incredible sensation, and it 
frightened me because I felt charged with a very important obligation. I felt 
I understood everything the Watchers understood, and I began to 
understand their questions. Of course, this was more than two thousand 
years ago, but I still hold these sensations like a first memory, a first 
trauma. Across the decades, the centuries, the millennia, I can still recall 
this moment, this turning, when it at once began and ended for me. It has 
been written that at this moment I was translated into heaven that I was 
brought to dwell among the angels. But the memory is haunted by what 
has been written. These sensations—these still visceral sense memories 
indelibly imprinted upon me from that moment of transition—remain with 
me, but I recall nothing of any heaven.  
 

Here I have lived, wandered, and witnessed. Hundreds I have called lover 
or friend, and they are now dead. I remain. So I, Enoch, come to this book, 
this Book of Enoch, I come to it as a stranger. In it do I find a book of origins 
or rather a miscarriage of a book, the product of a series of faceless scribes 
and scholars, printers and philologists? So I will disturb this book and 
remake it. I will write my memory against this shadow: this my apophatic 
autobiography. As my friend Simone Weil wrote, “If only I could see a 
landscape as it is when I am not there. But when I am in any place I disturb 
the  
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And He will help them all,  
And light shall appear unto them,  
And He will make peace with them'. 
And behold! He cometh with ten thousands of His holy ones  
To execute judgement upon all,  
And to destroy all the ungodly: 
And to convict all flesh1  
Of all the works of their ungodliness which they have ungodly committed,  
And of all the hard things which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him.  
 
 

 
 
 

 [Insert androgyne	 figure here?]

	
1 Wherefore hast thou shut me into the winter of human life / And clos’d up the sweet 
regions of youth and virgin innocence: / Where we live, forgetting error, not pondering evil. 
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Observe ye how the trees cover themselves with green leaves and bear fruit: 
wherefore give ye heed and know with regard to all His works, and recognize how 

He that liveth for ever hath made them so. 
and all His works go on thus from year to year for ever, and all the tasks which they 

accomplish for Him, and their tasks change not, but according as God hath 
ordained so is it done. 

And behold how the sea and the rivers in like manner accomplish and change not 
their tasks from His commandments'.  

But ye -ye have not been steadfast, nor done the commandments, of the Lord,  
But ye have turned-away and spoken proud and hard words  
With your impure mouths against His greatness.  
Oh, ye hard-hearted, ye shall find no peace. 
Therefore shall ye execrate your days,  
And the years of your life shall perish,  
And the years of your destruction shall be multiplied in eternal execration,  
And ye shall find no mercy. 
In those days ye shall make your names an eternal execration unto all the righteous,  
6b And by you shall all who curse, curse,  
And all the sinners and godless shall imprecate by you,  
6c And for you the godless there shall be a curse. 
And all the . . . shall rejoice,  
And there-shall be forgiveness of sins,  
And every mercy and peace and forbearance:  
There shall be salvation unto them, a goodly light. 
6h And for all of you sinners there shall be no salvation,  
6i But on you all shall abide a curse.  
But for the elect there shall be light and joy and peace,  
And they shall inherit the earth. 
8 And then there shall be bestowed upon the elect wisdom,  
And they shall all live and never again sin,  
Either through ungodliness or through pride:  
But they who are wise shall be humble.shall not again transgress,  
Nor shall they sin all the days of their life,  
Nor shall they die of (the divine) anger or wrath,  
But they shall complete the number of. the days of their life. 
And their lives shall be increased in peace,  
And the: years of their joy shall be multiplied,  
In eternal /gladness and peace,                                {EYE BALLS HERE} 
All the days of    destroy all the spirits of the reprobat 
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Let it be written:  

eternal 
life 
is a  
drag 
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Watchers,2 because 
they have wronged mankind. Destroy all wrong from the face of the earth and let 
every evil work-come to an end: and let the plant of righteousness and truth appear: 
and it shall prove a blessing; the works of righteousness and truth shall be planted 
in truth and joy for evermore.  
And then shall all the righteous escape,  
And shall live till they beget thousands of children,  
And all the days of their youth and their old age  
Shall they complete in peace. 
And then shall the whole earth be tilled in righteousness, and shall all be planted 
with trees and 
be full of blessing. And all desirable trees shall be planted on it, and they shall plant 
vines on it: and the vine which they plant thereon shall yield wine in abundance, 
and as for all the seed which is sown thereon each measure (of it) shall bear a 
thousand, and each measure of olives shall yield 
ten presses of oil. And cleanse thou the earth from all oppression, and from all 
unrighteousness, and from all sin, and from all godlessness: and all the uncleanness 
that is wrought upon the earth 
destroy from off the earth. And all the children of men shall become righteous, and 
all nations 
shall offer adoration and shall praise Me, and all shall worship Me. And the earth 
shall be cleansed from all defilement, and from all sin, and from all punishment, 
and from all torment, and I will never again send (them) upon it from generation to 
generation and for ever. 
And in those days I will open the store chambers3 of blessing which are in the 
heaven, so as to send  
them down upon the earth over the work and labour of the children of men. And 
truth and peace shall be associated together throughout all the days of the world 
and throughout. all the generations 
 
 
 
  

	
2 you, up there, incomprehensible  
3 A horrible Shadow of Death, among the Furnaces: beneath / The pillar of folding smoke… 
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were no delights of life therein: fear covered:me, and trembling got (hold upon 
me4). And as I quaked 
and trembled, I fell upon my face. And I beheld a vision, And lo! there was a second 
house, greater  
than the former,5 and the entire portal stood open before me, and it was built of 
flames of fire. And in every respect it so excelled in splendour and magnificence 
and extent that I cannot describe to 
you its splendour and its extent :. And its floor was of fire, and above it were 
lightnings and the path 
of the stars, and its ceiling also was flaming fire. And I looked and saw therein a 
lofty throne: its appearance was as crystal, and the wheels thereof as the shining 
sun, and there was the vision of 
cherubim. And from underneath the throne came streams of flaming fire so that I 
could not look 
thereon. And the Great Glory sat thereon, and His raiment shone more brightly than 
the sun and 
was whiter than any snow. None of the angels could enter and could behold 
Hisface-by reason  
of the magnificence and glory and no flesh could behold Him. The flaming fire was 
round about Him, and a great fire stood before Him, and none around could draw 
nigh Him: ten thousand.6 times 
ten thousand (stood) before Him, yet He needed no counselor. And the most holy 
ones who were 
nigh to Him did not leave by night nor depart from Him. And until then I had been 
prostrate on my face, trembling: and the Lord called me with His own mouth, and 
said to me: ' Come hither,’ 
Enoch, and hear my word.' (And one of the holy ones came)  : to me and waked me, 
and He made me rise up and approach thee door: and I bowed my face7  
downwards.  
 
  

	
4 Leaning against the pillars. & his disease rose from his skirts / Upon the Precipice he stood. 
Ready to fall into Non-Entity. 
5 Night divides you from your neighbor  
6 It becomes too much after a while. Seeing so much death, hearing of so much death, feeling 
so much loss. I wondered recently if I was becoming numb to the idea of death itself. 
7 Human beings are horribly warped by the light / that drips from their faces  
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And they took and brought me to a place in which those who were there were like 
flaming fire, 
and, when they wished, they appeared as men.8 And they brought me to the place 
of darkness, and to a mountain the point of whose summit reached to heaven.  
And I saw the places of the luminaries and the treasuries of the stars and of the 
thunder and in the uttermost depths, where were 
a fiery bow and arrows and their quiver, and a fiery sword and all the lightnings. 
And they took 
me to the living waters, and to the fire of the west, which receives every setting of 
the sun. And I came to a river of fire in which the fire flows like water and 
discharges itself into the great sea towards 
the west. I saw the great rivers and came to the great river and to the great 
darkness, and went 
to the place where no flesh walks. I saw the mountains of the darkness of winter 
and the place 
whence all the waters of the deep flow. I saw the mouths of all the rivers of the earth 
and the mouth of the deep. 9 
  

	
8 The vertical axis of light, in the form of a hybrid being: half human, half bird. The act of 
opening your body to that light: that intensity is the angel too.  
9 I am a giant closet in which the past accumulates.  
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And all the ravines were deep and narrow, (being formed) of hard rock, and trees 
were not planted upon 
them. And I marveled at the rocks, and I marveled at the ravine, yea, I marveled 
very much. 
 
* 
Then said I: 'For what object is this blessed land, which is entirely filled with trees, 
and this 
accursed valley between?' Then Uriel, one of the holy angels who was with me, 
answered and said: 'This accursed valley is for those who are accursed for ever: 
Here shall all the accursed be gathered together who utter with their lips against the 
Lord unseemly words and of His glory speak hard things. Here shall they be 
gathered together, and here 
shall be their place of judgement. In the last days there shall be upon them the 
spectacle of righteous judgement in the presence of the righteous for ever: here shall 
the merciful bless the Lord of glory, the Eternal King. 
In the days of judgement over the former,                                                  mercy in 
accordance with  Æ 
which He has assigned them (their lot).'   
 
* 
And thence I went towards the east, into the  
desert, and 
I saw a wilderness and it was solitary, full of  
from 
above. Rushing like a copious watercourse [which flowed] towards the north-west it 
caused clouds and dew to ascend on every side. 
 
* 
And thence I went to another place in the desert, and approached to the east of this 
mountain range. 
And there I saw aromatic trees exhaling the fragrance of frankincense and myrrh, 
and the trees also were similar to the almond10 tree. 
 
 

 
	

10 In the almond – what stands in the almond? / Nothing. / What stands in the almond is 
Nothing. / There it stands and stands.  
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And from thence I went towards the north to theends o 
great and 
glorious device at the ends of the whole earth. And  
open in the heaven: through each of them proceed north winds:  
is cold, hail, frost, 
snow, dew, and rain. And out of one portal they blow for good: but when 
they blow through the other two portals, it is with violence and affliction on 
the earth, and they blow with violence. 
 
* 
And from thence I went to the south to the ends of the earth, and saw there 
three open portals 
of the heaven: and thence there come dew, rain, and wind. And from thence I 
went to the east to the ends of the heaven, and saw here the three eastern 
portals of heaven open and small portals 
above them. Through each of these small portals pass the stars of heaven- and 
run their course11 to the west on the path which is shown to them. And as 
often as I saw I blessed always the Lord of Glory, and I continued to bless the 
Lord of Glory who has wrought great and glorious wonders, to show the 
greatness of His work to the angels and to spirits and to men, that they might 
praise His work and all His creation: that they might see the work of His 
might and praise the great work12 of His hands and bless Him for ever. 
 
  

	
11 whea yo ghost at whea yo dead  
12 The new conception of labor amounts to the exploitation of nature. 
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SOURCES 
 
The title “Relics from the Late Carnage” is taken from an essay by anarchist, orator, 
and labor activist Lucy Parsons (1853-1942). The full title of her essay is “Relics from 
the Late Carnage' : The New Slavocracy and the Unemployed.”  
 
R.H. Charles’s 1906 English translation, from the Ethiopian, of The Book of Enoch 
served as the source-text for the recto-page compositions of this work, composed 
using an altered version of Jackson Mac Low and Charles Hartman’s DIASTEXT 

algorithm, with additional rules allowing for words to be added back or subtracted 
while leaving a visual trace (e.g. the blacked out passages and the text appearing in 
white-on-black). 
 
The beginning of the prologue is adapted (and largely reworked) from an interview 
with Agnes Godard in P.O.V. #8, (December 2009, available at 
http://pov.imv.au.dk/Issue_08/section_1/ artc3A.html) about her experience as camera 
operator on the film Wings of Desire / Der Himmel über Berlin directed by Wim 
Wenders (1987). The Simone Weil quote that ends this section is taken from Anne 
Carson’s Decreation (Vintage, 2006). “Mourning is discontinuous” is taken from 
Roland Barthes’ Mourning Diary, translated into English by Richard Howard. Many 
lines from “The Book of Forms” lyric sections were selected randomly from T.S. 
Eliot’s Four Quartets and then either taken directly or reworked for inclusion here. 
“We suffered, we wept, we stayed silent,” is quoted from a former prisoner of Abu 
Ghraib interviewed in the film Ghosts of Abu Ghraib (2007, at approx.. 53min mark). 
The “admit nothing, deny everything…” lyric is taken from the Stratfor documents 
made public by Wikileaks. The entirety of the lyric “On the Political Uses of Poetry 
and the Revolutionary Impulse,” beside the title itself and the line breaks, was taken 
from Deborah E. Harkness’s John Dee's Conversations with Angels: Cabala, Alchemy, and 
the End of Nature, with one slight deletion. The first stanza beginning “What say you 
to it?” on the following verso is from Shakespeare’s Henry IV, Part I and “the spasm, 
the scream, the fall” is from Deleuze on the painter Francis Bacon.  
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Footnote Sources (often with minor reformatting):     
 
1.) “Wherefore has thou…” William Blake, Jerusalem. (strikethroughs added)45.) “The new 

conception of labor…” Theses 
 
2.) “you, up there…” Rainer Maria Rilke, Duino Elegies, trans. A. Poulin, Jr.  
 
3.) “A horrible Shadow…” William Blake, Jerusalem.  
 
4.) “Leaning against the pillars…” William Blake, Jerusalem. 
 
5.) “Night divides you…” Rainer Maria Rilke, The Book of Images, “Human Beings at Night,” 

trans. Edward A. Snow. [“Human”] 
 
6.) “It becomes too much…” David Wojnarowicz, Close to the Knives: A Memoir of Disintegration 
 
7.) “Human Beings  are horribly…” Rilke “Human” 
 
8.) “The vertical axis of light…” Bhanu Kapil’s definition of “angel” on urbandictionary.com 

[accessed at http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=Angel&defid=2723559 on 
April 26, 2010.] 

 
9.) “I am a giant closet…” Catherine Maurikakis, A Cannibal and Melancholy Mourning, trans. N. 

Stephens 
 
10.) “In the almond…” Paul Celan, “Mandorla,” trans. Pierre Joris 
 
11.) “whea yo ghost at…” DJ Elmoe “Whea Yo Ghost At, Whea Yo Dead” 
 
12.) “The new conception of labor…” Walter Benjamin, Theses on the Philosophy of History, trans. 

by Harry Zohn. 
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